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Summary

The paper reports a series of interviews conducted with 16 people who had

experienced an adverse life event (or multiple events) and were also members

of a choir. These people used singing as means to cope with their trauma. The

interviews showed that people benefited from group singing in two main ways:

by being part of a group, and by experiencing  positive feelings through the act

of singing.

Group singing is a type of leisure activity

The authors categorise singing as a type of leisure activity, and leisure can be a

component of a coping strategy. It does this through companionship, enhancing

mood, being self-protective, self-restorative, distracting, restoring a connection

with the past, and being a means of transformation.

Although small in number, the interviewees
were diverse

Of the 16 people interviewed, 11 joined a choir specifically in response to a

traumatic life event, the rest were already choir members. The interviewees

represented a range of backgrounds, musical ability and singing experience.

The benefits of group singing are social and
psychological

The social benefits related to the collective experience of group singing and

working towards a common goal. Choir members built meaningful relationships
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with others in the group and felt a sense of belonging. The choir was like a

family that gave unequivocal positive feedback. The psychological benefits

related to becoming competent in a challenging skill, having purpose, meaning

and structure in an aspect of one’s life, and having a form of escape. In

addition, interviewees said they ‘accessed’ different emotional states through

singing, sometimes being moved to tears or choosing to identify with the mood

of the music or lyrics. They also were able to cultivate a ‘natural high’ through

the physical and psychological exertion of singing.

Keywords

interview  wellbeing  singing  social trauma  UK  choral  

By Culture.Case | 11 March 2014 | Other social impacts of arts and

culture | 

Title The use of singing-in-a-group as a response to adverse life events

Author(s) Von Lob, G., Camic, P. & Clift, S.

Publication date 2010

Source International Journal of Mental Health Promotion, Vol 12, Iss 3, pp 45-53

Link http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14623730.2010.9721818

Author email paul.camic@canterbury.ac.uk

http://culturecase.org/research/2014/03/group-singing-helps-people-cope-with-adverse-life-events

2

http://localhost:8000/research-tags/interview/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/interview/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/wellbeing/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/wellbeing/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/singing/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/singing/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/social/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/social/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/trauma/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/trauma/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/uk/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/uk/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/choral/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/choral/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14623730.2010.9721818
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14623730.2010.9721818
mailto:paul.camic@canterbury.ac.uk
mailto:paul.camic@canterbury.ac.uk
http://localhost:8000/about/
http://localhost:8000/research-category/other-social-impacts
http://localhost:8000/research-category/other-social-impacts
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/cultural
http://www.kdl.kcl.ac.uk
https://www.weheartdigital.co.uk
http://localhost:8000/accessibility-statement/

	Group singing helps people cope with adverse life events
	Summary
	Group singing is a type of leisure activity
	Although small in number, the interviewees were diverse
	The benefits of group singing are social and psychological
	Keywords



