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Summary
The ﬁne arts, such as the performing arts, museums and art schools have long
been considered to have a positive association with neighbourhood
revitalisation. This study found that in fact it is the commercial arts (which
include ﬁlm, music and design-based industries), not the ﬁne arts, that have
the strongest link with revitalisation and gentriﬁcation. This research can help
planners to more eﬀectively anticipate the potential for diﬀerent outcomes in
their arts development strategies.

Gentriﬁcation and revitalisation are complex
processes
This study reﬂects the change in the status of places rather than the changes in
speciﬁc populations. It statistically tested how the two diﬀerent groups of
artistic activities (ﬁne arts and commercial arts industries) were associated with
gentriﬁcation and revitalisation in 100 US cities with a population greater than
500,000. The authors used census data based on zip codes to make their
comparisons between the cities.

Gentriﬁcation and revitalisation vary in local
contexts, and there are potentially some
overlapping processes at work
These processes are ‘revitalisation’ (growth in income, employment rates,
housing values, and proportion of residents not living in poverty), ‘upscaling’
(growth in the number of residents in employment, decline in those on beneﬁts,
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and increases in white, educated and management-employed residents) and
‘build-out’ (neighbourhoods that are becoming denser, with a higher proportion
of new homeowners and higher incomes). This study shows how the
commercial arts have a greater impact on these three factors, and that overall
the ﬁne arts are associated with stable, slow-growth in neighbourhoods.
This summary is by Sheridan Humphreys, King’s Knowledge Exchange
Associate
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