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Summary

Dementia is a progressive and uncurable condition which not only impacts
people with the disease but also their carers and wider society. It is widely
acknowledged that group singing improves the wellbeing of people living with
dementia. This research identified four themes that comprise the pathway to
improved wellbeing via group singing: social connection (feelings of belonging
and acceptance, and actively engaging in a shared pursuit); happiness and
rejuvenation (feeling uplifted by the experience and seeing others in a good
mood); reconnection with the self (proving to oneself and others that one can
perform a valuable role); and supporting the carer/cared-for relationship
(enjoying a shared activity built around particular needs).

The research is based on interviews with seven
people who participated in a series of group
singing sessions

Three of the interviews were with people living with dementia and four were
with those caring for someone with dementia. The music sessions themselves
lasted one hour and took place one morning a week. They were facilitated by a
music therapist over a period of six weeks in a community arts centre.

There are important lessons for policy and
health providers from this research

Group singing is one way for people in the early stages of dementia to come to
terms with their diagnosis and integrate them into local services and networks.
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None of this has any negative side effects and is an effective and low-cost
alternative or complement to the early use of drug treatment.

Keywords

interview wellbeing singing dementia Ireland

Title

Author(s)
Publication date

Source

Link

Open Access Link

Author email

Promoting Well-being Among People with Early-stage Dementia and Their
Family Carers Through Community-based Group Singing: a

phenomenological study
Lee, S., O’Neill, D. & Moss, H.
2020

Arts & Health, online

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/
10.1080/17533015.2020.1839776

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/
10.1080/17533015.2020.1839776

sophie.lee@ul.ie

By Culture.Case | | Health and wellbeing impacts of arts and culture |

ING’S
College

LLONDON

King's Culture

© Copyright 2025

Designed, developed and maintained by King's Digital Lab
Originally built by weheartdigital Ltd

Accessibility Statement


http://localhost:8000/research-tags/interview/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/interview/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/wellbeing/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/wellbeing/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/singing/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/singing/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/dementia/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/dementia/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/ireland/
http://localhost:8000/research-tags/ireland/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17533015.2020.1839776
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17533015.2020.1839776
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17533015.2020.1839776
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17533015.2020.1839776
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17533015.2020.1839776
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17533015.2020.1839776
mailto:sophie.lee@ul.ie
mailto:sophie.lee@ul.ie
http://localhost:8000/about/
http://localhost:8000/research-category/health-wellbeing
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/cultural
http://www.kdl.kcl.ac.uk
https://www.weheartdigital.co.uk
http://localhost:8000/accessibility-statement/

	How group singing improves wellbeing for dementia patients
	Summary
	The research is based on interviews with seven people who participated in a series of group singing sessions
	There are important lessons for policy and health providers from this research
	Keywords



